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been almost impossible between 1880 and 1900 to
meet Parnell or Redmond, or any of their leading
colleagues, at any house where one might—even on
another occasion—make acquaintance with a general
commanding troops in Ireland or one of the heads
of an Irish department. From the period of Mr.
Wyndham's Chief Secretaryship onward, a tendency
existed to break down this demarcation. Land Pur-
chase was a measure carried with the consent of the
middle nation : and the man who assistedMr.Wyndham
to make it law was Sir Antony (now Lord) MacDonnell,
a Catholic of purely Irish stock whose fame had been
won in Indian administration. Even before this, Sir
Horace Plunkett, a man of the middle nation, but of
a stock that went back to its first beginnings in the
Norman Conquest, had taken a bold step towards
breaking down the limitation of power to the Anglo-
Irish interest. When, by his means chiefly, a Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction was
established in 1897, and placed in his charge as minister
responsible to Parliament, he selected for its permanent
official head Mr. T. P. Gill, who had been a brilliant
member of Parnell's party. These two appointments,
but especially that of Mr. Gill, roused the Ascendancy
party to fury. Before then, Irish Catholics, though in
comparatively few instances, had held high posts in
the Irish Civil Service and the Irish Judiciary; but
they had been Catholics who accepted the views and
policy of the middle nation, under which it was, for
instance, by law prohibited that a Catholic should be
either Lord Lieutenant or Lord Chancellor of Ireland.
These restrictions were formally abolished bylaw
under the Act of 1920 before the Irish revolution was
completed. But in practice the Liberal administra-
tions _ under Sir Henry CampbeU-Bannerman and Mr.
Asquith had conferred many important posts on men
chosen from the old inhabitants of the island. There
was, however, the difficulty that Nationalist politicians
were still bound by the pledge which forbade an

